FAUST
as the most primitive form of living matter; as Thales observes to
him:
There you'll move according to eternal norms,
Through thousands and thousands of forms,
And you'll have plenty of time to become a man.
So Faust moves through the passion-charged but close atmo-
sphere of the "little world", and then through the "great world"
of government, before he can find adequate expression of his own
personality. And at both levels he is urged forward, at the decisive
moment, by the essentially personal experience of love.
In this, again, Homunculus provides an exact parallel to Faust;
for Homunculus is brought to merge with the sea only by his rnad
passion for Galatea, against whose shell his flask is shattered. Faust
twice breaks the husk of his old personality through his love for
Gretchen and Helen. It is love that makes him a new man, makes
him surpass himself, enter regions of experience and action he had
not before imagined.1
In this great drama we have, as in the Oresteia, a problem which
is propounded on the individual plane, but which finds its solution
on the social plane, in social activity. But the end includes the
means. It is only through his inner impulses that Faust moves for-
ward; and in particular through the individual experience of love.
The work does not conclude merely with a definition of an ideal
form of activity; nor on the other hand does it present us with an
ideal type of moral personality. In this final achievement of Faust
we see, not a correction of past errors, but the summing-up of all
that he has been. At the beginning of Part I the purpose of his
striving had hovered before his mind in the form of emotive
experience, of self-identification with Nature; but his surrender
to emotion, rich though it was in its result, had involved him in
disaster. In Part II he learns, in Hegel's term, to "alienate" himself,
to lose himself in activity in order truly to find himself. And in
this activity all the energies which have been awakened in him,
1 So, in the Urworte. Orphisch, Goethe includes love among the determinants
of human character, with"innate character, the influence of society, necessity,
and hope.
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